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In collaboration with the Correspondance d’Isabelle de Charrière / Brieven van Belle van Zuylen Project; we have developed a dynamic bipartite data visualisation pilot that captures Elizabeth Montagu’s and de Charrière’s social connections through time [1]. This temporal graph offers perspectives on how the epistolary networks of both prominent salonnières developed and changed throughout the period investigated, and furthermore if there are overlapping contacts or communities. In terms of network analysis, the pilot used epistolary networks (letters as edges) to identify a temporal interaction pattern between the correspondents (users as nodes). The user can slow down the time line, choose a group of correspondents to identify direct or indirect (through mentions in letters) contacts between Elizabeth Montagu and Continental social networks. 
Drawing such graphs, as seen through the computer science lens, are very well suited for visualising social networks. These can be seen as static, representing a snapshot in time, or dynamic, where the changes in a network through time are viewed as if they were movie frames, resulting in a temporal graph. To leverage the advantages of a network perspective of these data, we decided to visualise Montagu’s milieu with the DyNoSlice [2,3] algorithm, which lends itself to an intuitive understanding of the social network structure through pushing unrelated actors apart and pulling ones that are related together as their social circles evolve. These interactions can be modelled as “forces” moving nodes about, and, in our case, socialites’ prolific correspondence served this very purpose. The algorithm has graph nodes, which represent people, seek an equilibrium between forces drawing connected people who together (for example, authors and recipients of letters), and pushing those who do not exchange letters - apart. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Given the vast amount of letters written by Elizabeth Montagu, we only referred to correspondents and mentions in the years 1763, 1775/76 when Montagu went abroad, she went to Spa in 1763 and France in 1776. The data from the Charrière letters are from the life time of her correspondence.  With the development of the Elizabeth Montagu Digital Edition, we will feed in more data. 
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